Under 13s Match Report 

15th March 2009 Gloucester Cup Quarter Final

Cleve 15 Stow on the Wold 10

It was great to play a game in glorious sunshine for a change and with the pitch in perfect condition it was all set for a good attacking game of Rugby. The game started and it was easy to see Stow were going to be very stiff opposition and their defence was proving very tough to break down. Joe Muxworthy (Winnie) did an excellent break and was tackled well at the 22 and for his troubles got a bloodied nose and was replaced briefly by Jack Stephens. The game was mainly played within the middle section with no team really gaining control. Stow’s good defence although using their great pace was thwarting both James Floyd and James Robinson. Eventually James Floyd pace took him round the Stow defence he was tackled 10 yards out but excellent forward play enabled us to recycle the ball and Wesley Long crossed for the try to put Cleve ahead 5-0. The game remained very even with Stow’s forwards recycling ball a lot at the breakdown and when our speedy backs were gaining possession defended well. James Floyd was having a great day and against lesser opposition could have run in a number of tries. Again he found a slight piece of space and sped into the corner for a second try for Cleve making the score 10-0 and that was the score at half time.

The second half Stow definitely stepped their game up and Cleve looked as if they thought they had done the job. Stow were having more and more possession and then a long kick from the half way line the ball bobbled and bounced and crossed the try line and evaded the hand of a Cleve player for a 22 drop out and an excellent chase down by Stow resulted in a try making it 10-5. Stow were very much in the driving seat and became very threatening. Their pressure eventually led to a try in the corner after a number of missed tackles but was fully deserved. Steve Dando had a few choice words to say to the guys and it seem to serve the purpose as from the kick off Cleve seem to regain their winning mentality back, and Wesley Long started really putting a Captains performance in which seemed to spread through the team. Cleve seemed to realise that they needed to move the ball rather than go into contact this lead to James Floyd getting space and going round the defence and scoring to make the score 15-10. Steve Dando made a number of changes tactically and injury wise taking Liam Davis, Harry Bishop, Sam Williams, Kieran Campbell and Jed Bullen, bringing on Tyler Lewis, Cameron Lypiatt, McCauley Parsons, Jack Stephens and Adam King. To Cleve’s credit they controlled the remainder of the game and did not look like conceding again. Although this was not one of the lads best performance the result was the important thing. A great deal of credit must go to Stow who didn’t let us play and actually gave us a great battle. The game was also played in excellent spirit and great commitment from both teams. 

Cleve Team.15 Ryan Watts, 14 James Robinson, 13 James Floyd, 12 Richard Lane 11 Jason Bennett, 10 Joe Muxworthy , 9 Jed Bullen, 8, Wes Long (Capt) 7 Kieran Campbell, 6 Zinny Norman, 5 Max Evans, 4 Sam Williams, 3, Liam Davis, 2 Luke Moorhead. 1, Harry Bishop

Replacements, Tyler Lewis, Cameron Lypiatt, McCauley Parsons, Jack Stephens, Fabian Clarke, Adam King, Callum Bird   

Full Picture Gallery at www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under-13s

